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NOTE: This is a recommendation by the GMI Technical Committee of the 1 
NCUTCD.  It is being distributed to the National Committee sponsoring 2 
organizations for review and is subject to revision.  This draft recommendation is 3 
not a revision to the MUTCD and does not constitute official standards, guidance, 4 
or options.  No proposed revision to the MUTCD is effective unless and until 5 
approved by FHWA through an Interim Approval or through the Federal 6 
rulemaking process. 7 
 8 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE:  Guide/Motorist Information (GMI) 9 
 10 
TOPIC: Memorial or Dedication Signing 11 
 12 
STATUS/DATE OF ACTION:  13 
TC Drafts: 06/26/2014 14 
TC Approval: 06/27/2014 15 
Transmitted to Sponsors: 00/00/0000 16 
Council Approval: 06/28/2014 17 
 18 
ORIGIN OF REQUEST: Matt Rauch 19 
 20 
AFFECTED SECTIONS OF MUTCD: FHWA, 2016 MUTCD Concept Only – Limited 21 

Distribution for GMI Review, Section 2BB.10, 22 
Page 5 of 10, lines 13-15 23 

 24 
SUMMARY: 25 
 26 
GMIreviewedthe proposed FHWA Revisions to Section 2M.10 and recommends that the 27 
proposed FHWA text addition which states that the legend of a memorial or dedication 28 
sign shall not include “ROAD” or “HIGHWAY” be deleted. 29 
 30 
DISCUSSION 31 
 32 
GMI believes that the proposed FHWA standard language would be controversial and 33 
conflict with existing state legislation.  The first sentence of the new standard language 34 
is appropriate.  However, GMI recommends that the second sentence be deleted. 35 
 36 
RECOMMENDED MUTCD PROVISIONS/ REVISIONS 37 
 38 
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Note:FHWA proposed changes to the MUTCD are shown with text additions in 39 
underline blueand deleted text is shown in strikethrough red.  Proposed changes are 40 
shown with additions in underline green and deletions in underline strikethrough 41 
red.TC proposed deletions from the FHWA proposed text additions are shown 42 
inunderline strikethrough blue. 43 
 44 
Section 2M.10Section2BB.10  Memorial or Dedication Signing 45 
 46 

Support: 47 
 Legislativebodieswilloccasionallyadoptanactorresolutionmemorializingordedicatingahighway,brid48 
ge,orothercomponentofthehighway. 49 

 Section2A.03containsinformationregardingexcessiveuseofsigns. 50 

Guidance: 51 
 Suchmemorialordedicationnamesshouldnotappearonoralongahighway,orbeplacedonbridgesoroth52 
erhighwaycomponents.Ifaroute,bridge,orhighwaycomponentisofficiallydesignatedasamemorialordedicati53 
on,andifnotificationofthememorialordedicationistobemadeonthehighwayright-of-54 
way,suchnotificationshouldconsistofinstallingamemorialordedicationmarkerinarestarea,scenicoverlook,r55 
ecreationalarea,orotherappropriatelocationwhereparkingisprovidedwiththesigninginconspicuouslylocate56 
drelativetovehicleoperationsalongthehighway. 57 

Option: 58 
 Iftheinstallationofamemorialordedicationmarkeroffthemainroadwayisnotpractical,memorialordedi59 
cationsignsmaybeinstalledonthemainline.Option not needed for deviation from Guidance statement 60 
based on engineering judgment. 61 

Guidance: 62 
 Memorialordedicationsignsshouldhaveawhitelegendandborderonabrownbackground.Onallsuchsig63 
ns,thedesignshouldbesimpleanddignified,devoidofanytendencytowardadvertising,andingeneralcompliance64 
withothersigning. 65 
 Theminimumletterheightoftheprincipallegendonmemorialordedicationsignsshouldconformtothemin66 
imumletterheightspecifiedforMiscellaneousInformationsigns(seeSection2H.04). 67 
 Theletteringforthenameofthepersonorentitybeingrecognizedshouldbecomposedofacombinationoflo68 
wer-caseletterswithinitialupper-caseletters. 69 

Standard: 70 
 Wheresuchmemorialordedicationsignsareinstalledonthehighwaymainlinebecausetheprovisi71 
onsofParagraph3ofthisSectioncannotbemet,(1)memorialordedicationnamesshallnotappearondirect72 
ionalguidesigns,(2)memorialordedicationsignsshallnotinterferewiththeplacementofanyothernecess73 
arysigningtrafficcontroldevices,and(3)memorialordedicationsignsshallnotcompromisethesafetyoref74 
ficiencyoftrafficflow.Thememorialordedicationsigningshallbelimitedtoonesignatanappropriateloca75 
tionineachroutedirection,eachasanindependentpost-mountedsigninstallation. 76 
 Memorialordedicationsignsshallberectangularinshape.Thelegenddisplayedonmemorialord77 
edicationsignsshallbelimitedtothenameofthepersonorentitybeingrecognizedandasimplemessagepre78 
cedingorfollowingthename,suchas“DEDICATEDTO”or“MemorialParkway.”Additionallegend,suc79 
hasbiographicalinformation,shallnotbedisplayedonmemorialordedication 80 
signs.Decorativeorgraphicalelements,pictographs,logos,orsymbolsshallnotbedisplayedonmemorial81 
ordedicationsigns.Alllettersandnumeralsdisplayedonmemorialordedicationsignsshallbeasprovidedi82 
nthe“StandardHighwaySignsandMarkings”bookpublication(seeSection1A.11).Theroutenumberor83 
officiallymappednameofthehighwayshallnotbedisplayedonthememorialordedicationsign. 84 
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 Memorialordedicationsignsshallnotimplythatahighwayhasbeenofficiallyrenamed.Thelegen85 
dofamemorialordedicationsignshallnotbedisplayedintheformatofanofficialhighwayname,suchasapr86 
opernamefollowedbyadescriptorsuchas“Road”or“Highway.” 87 
 Memorialordedicationnamesshallnotappearonsupplementalsignsoronanyotherinformation88 
signonoralongthehighwayoritsintersectingroutes. 89 

Option: 90 
 Theletteringforthenameofthepersonorentitybeingrecognizedmaybecomposedofacombinationoflow91 
er-caseletterswithinitialupper-caseletters.RelocatedtofollowingGuidanceprovision. 92 
 93 

Guidance: 94 
 Freewaysandexpresswaysshouldnotbesignedasmemorialordedicatedhighways.Whenused,memori95 
alordedicationsignsshouldbelocatedinaccordancewiththeprovisionsforlocatingvanitysigns(seeSection2A.096 
3). 97 

Support: 98 
 Namedhighways(seeSection2D.53)areofficiallydesignatedandshownonofficialmapsandservethepu99 
rposeofprovidingrouteguidance,primarilyonunnumberedhighways,andpropertyaddresses.Ahighway 100 
designatedasamemorialordedicationisnotconsideredtobeanamedhighwayfor the purposes of highway 101 
signing or road user navigation and 102 
orientation.Section2D.53containsprovisionsforthesigningofnamedhighways. 103 
 104 
 105 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE VOTE: 106 
GMI TC 06/27/2014    For:  19 107 
      Opposed: 0 108 
      Abstentions:  0 109 
 110 
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