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NOTE: This is a recommendation by the GMITechnical Committee of the NCUTCD.  1 
It is being distributed to the National Committee sponsoring organizations for 2 
review and is subject to revision.  This draft recommendation is not a revision to 3 
the MUTCD and does not constitute official standards, guidance, or options.  No 4 
proposed revision to the MUTCD is effective unless and until approved by FHWA 5 
through an Interim Approval or through the Federal rulemaking process. 6 
 7 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE:  Guide/Motorist Information (GMI) 8 
 9 
TOPIC: Use of recreational and cultural interest area 10 

signs 11 
 12 
STATUS/DATE OF ACTION:  13 
TC Drafts: 06/26/2014 14 
TC Approval: 06/27/2014 15 
Transmitted to Sponsors: 00/00/0000 16 
Council Approval: 06/28/2014 17 
 18 
ORIGIN OF REQUEST: Kathy Falk 19 
 20 
AFFECTED SECTIONS OF MUTCD: FHWA, 2016 MUTCD Concept Only – Limited 21 

Distribution for GMI Review, Section 2AZ.02, 22 
Page 8 of 11, lines 42-43 23 

 24 
SUMMARY: 25 
 26 
The FHWA Fall 2013 Compilation of Draft Technical Updates/ Considerations restricts 27 
the use of symbols for recreational and cultural interest areas on tourist-oriented 28 
directional signs.  Due to the larger library of recreational and cultural interest than 29 
General Service symbols, there is a need to use recreational and cultural interest 30 
symbols to depict such activities on tourist-oriented directional signs. 31 
 32 
DISCUSSION 33 
 34 
GMI proposes to continue to allow the use of symbols for recreational and cultural 35 
interest areas on tourist-oriented directional signs, which is consistent with the 2009 36 
MUTCD.GMI has formed a task force to compare the general service symbols with the 37 
recreational and cultural interest area symbols, in order to determine which recreational 38 
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and cultural interest area symbols are most appropriate for use on roadways outside of 39 
parks. 40 
 41 
 42 
RECOMMENDED MUTCD PROVISIONS/ REVISIONS 43 
 44 
Note:FHWA proposed changes to the MUTCD are shown with text additions in 45 
underline blueand deleted text is shown in strikethrough red.  Proposed changes are 46 
shown with additions in underline green and deletions in underline strikethrough 47 
red.TC proposed deletions from the FHWA proposed text additions are shown 48 
inunderline strikethrough blue. 49 
 50 
Section 2K.02Section 2AZ.02Design 51 

Standard: 52 
Tourist-orienteddirectionalsignsassembliesshallhaveoneormoresignspanels(seeFigure2K-53 

1)forthepurposeofdisplayingthebusinessidentificationofanddirectionalinformationforeligible 54 
facilities.Eachsignpanelshallberectangularinshapeandshallhaveawhitelegendandborderon 55 
bluebackground. 56 

Thecontentofthelegendoneachsignpanelshallbelimitedtotheidentificationanddirectional 57 
informationfornomorethanoneeligiblebusiness,service,oractivityfacility.Thelegendsshallnot 58 
includepromotionaladvertising. 59 

Guidance: 60 
Eachsignpanelshouldhaveamaximumoftwolinesoflegendincludingnomorethanonesymbol,aseparatedir61 

ectionalarrow,andthedistancetothefacilitydisplayedbeneaththearrow.Arrowspointingtotheleftorupshouldb62 
eattheextremeleftofthesignpanel.Arrowspointingtotherightshouldbeattheextremerightofthesignpanel.Symb63 
ols,whenused,shouldbetotheleftofthewordlegendorlogosignpanel(seeParagraph7). 64 

Option: 65 
TheGeneralServicesignsymbols(seeSection2I.02)andthesymbolsforrecreationalandculturalinterest66 

areasigns(seeChapter2M)and the symbols for recreational and cultural interest area signs (see Chapter 67 
2M)maybeused. R&CIA symbols not for use outside park facilities.useoutsideparkfacilities. 68 

Logosignpanels(seeSection2J.03)forspecificbusinesses,services,andactivitiesmayalsobeused. 69 
Basedonengineeringjudgment,thehoursofoperationmaybedisplayedonthesignpanels. 70 
Standard: 71 

Whenused,symbolsandlogosignpanelsshallbeanappropriatesize(seeSection2K.04).Logosresembli72 
ngofficialtrafficcontroldevicesshallnotbepermitted. 73 

Option: 74 
 75 

Thetourist-orienteddirectionalsignmaydisplaythewordmessageTOURISTACTIVITIESmaybe 76 
displayedatthetopofthetourist-orienteddirectionalsignassembly. 77 

Standard: 78 
TheTOURISTACTIVITIESwordmessageshallhaveawhitelegendinallupper-caselettersanda 79 

whiteborderonabluebackground.Ifused,itshallbeplacedaboveandinadditiontothedirectionalsignspan80 
els. 81 

Support: 82 
Examplesoftourist-orienteddirectionalsignsareshowninFigures2K-1and2K-2. 83 
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 84 
 85 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE VOTE: 86 
 87 
GMI 06/27/2014    For:  18 88 
      Opposed: 0 89 
      Abstentions:  0 90 
 91 
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